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., The:, Tech.nicarAssiseaoce Dey0opment :System. (TADS) was.- ,. -'''' '''''.;.....,

, . ,.. .,,establishedzat the phiver§ity of North Car-clina at Chapel. Hil)
t by the U.S: Offite of Ethicatiop serve a supportive,fiinetions

for the fetileral.ly funded/ Halticapped ChildreWs'-Early -.:
..:. Education Procam.(First chance Network) croniposed of apprclx- \,,

, - : . ., . -. L lmately 100 demonstration.sentersfor earlyedgcatlonof / ,. '
,.. hatdicapped childrerw TheYrole of, TADS in thit. systtleit to:'.-

,, - 4pPovide.ossistanc-ein whatever ph'ase,of:their progrm the
.centers request help. Sdme of -the. servides\include identix. , ... ,. ' I.' fying.,_arKLOraviding cons tats, hnlaing small_group:Wock-

'ta.,K, 4.... 'shops, collecting and displensirig data about the network`, and
s . , conferring -Ewith Nclividlial centers Arid- staffs: Most Often,

serOces are offerred to ,First Chanceprojects in'he areas .., .

oforograippl arming And evaltUati on , intervention -programs,
.- commUni ty program tlevel °merit', and media_ and information. .-....
, This paw- i distributed pursuant to a grant from the,

Off,ice of 'Educe don,. U. S. Department. of Real th , . Education, -
.! And Welfare. GranteeS' undertakin* such projects under 'govern-

ment s onsorship Are encouraged" to express freely heir , .

judgm n in prOfesOotial'ond technical- maters. Point's. ofe

0 .
.vtew opinions ido/not,Ntherefore, necessarily represent ',.'

.

off ic i 1.: Office'Nof ,Education ppsi ti op .cir policy., _
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Program's for young handicapOe children ar'on the increase ''
all across' the United,States toda refl&tingthe growing son-.; .

viction that'early assistance is v al to ihechild with spgcial ' `.
problems .° One effort that. refleCts is trend is-thi Handicapped --. ... I

,,

A ; 90
' .

Pv. /
11'.

21 1.

4

A

Children's Early Education program,-wkich -was .established by
in 1969;;, - .'This setup jriodeli.dronstraiio.h f

centers Across the natitinin order 'to .st:imulate...nevr-services. for
young handicapped children.

v.,,
,

If we are to serve all of' thirynatton's preschool han'dicApp,ed
children, however, it will be through tReefforts of the indivl- %la

---dual--states Itis therefore t. irnelyto_sufr_vey_thestatus of . ....
siaterin their programming and planning efforts,inrmeeiiing this .

challenge. The series of activitie that are culminted' in$ this .

report would not have been possible without Ilye..will ing coop.eca-
, -. tion of the personnel in thg7a-RoUg states concerned .with..the fr

welfare of young chi ldi:en with prebjms.' Thins survey. was' undet;-; .,

taken with the cooperation and coordination by the National a

Association of State'Directors6of Special 'Educatipn. We-would
especially like to acknowledge. the go'ntribuiion.df Andy Anderion, .

., ,`die Executive U.irectQr of 'that organization. , .....--
.., .. :

... . . , ,,
Welfel ieve that this report 0-ill give pt.!, an,. understanding.

of the status of each of the states In regard to programing-and' ; 0.'N

planning 'efforts, and will enable
others. ..

e
you to- compare your _ta-te .with* }',oth , . .-,

.

David L. Lillie
Director,. TADS
May 1974- ,
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.Ouringjhe FiscalYear 1973,(the Bureau AT EduA ation for
. .,,. 1 tile Handicapped (BEH), the Natienal AsSoCiatidn for/StateDir-:. . v

ectors of'Special Education (NASFSE), and the Technical Assis- 0
, t,

.tance Development System (TADS) w--- a BEH- funded project located
", in the Frank Porter Graham Child Development Center, the Univer- .' - .,'

°(sity ofNortM tarollnaC- Shared a comMortgoil of providing stint--
ulation and assistance to State Special Education Agencies in
the'areaS of._ planning and implementafon of i,rogrims for the .

- : .'feducat'ion-of young, handicapped children. The first ,step toward Y

accomplishing this goal was to establish communication between- ,

. the agencies and T-oups about the current status of planning , 10

ptogramming for_-_,young,___hansticapped cbillifert. 4. , ....

. Two major aqltivittes- %,.--Te-i-e' initiated by BEH and TAD o , I

III\ 1
-.."c"___ _

'achieve the necessary communitatiqn. First, five regional con- 1
-fe'renCeS for' Directors of .Special 'Education Qr thejr represent4-

fives were held during May 197: Top4cs of disCusttbn during

C .

those meetings included: pi/fining at the state level in early ,,I., $

-, education for-the handiapped, existing legisletiOgrand leg-it'd :. l'
. .;-`

five needs, statewide.needs assessment aetivitieandithe statusr A .,.. t i

of program development in thestates. Second, TADS collected
.

, . ....

data about programs and,activtties for young, handicapped chit- .° .-

drentin the respective states irr order to compile a reportg7which. c
would becdistributed to each state and territory ,

,

... ,

. I .

-..

. : , . ,
. i

,

9 a,. TADS began th;s data collection at the regional confdences.- .,

-,by iking participants to outline the exiSting.ard/needeeleglt- _.
lation in their-respective states,needs ass'e's'SlInt praCtices,

1-4*;,..e

,: pro activities, and "next steps' or plans.in eachof,.these =,:k .

areas. Stales which did not send eepretentativW4o the.cdnfer7 ."..
'.

enceswere contacted by mall and asked' td provideidate., ,

--

.i.,,,

4 J .

.
.

e.
,

i.

2

=

! _ ', - t" Data collected from each state were then organized and plac'd '

into forms according to an estabJished fdrmat, witk
t.

ififormatioh

. presented in three major categories: Legislation andZCIerent
1:Programs, Flans, and Needs. These forms were returned to each ' '

-' state for rev4ew, additions, and /or corrections: the states were,

r 'infcrmed that TADS would assume the data to be corre,it and satis= t
. . . .,

,

e 'factory lathe states 'Ciles's' notification fo4he contrary'was'
,

,

If
, t

made. State which had not provlded any data .to TADS were sent .

.

.:7 . blank formS and asked to complete .them.hem. heireports of.the
.-..,thirty-seven states-that,responded to this survey are arranged ..

, in alphabetical order. In .organizing, and pfesentingthe data. for
.,

this report, the original wordingfused by:theistates was retained .

\ as much as possible.
-

? ' .,
/

',As would be expected, there is a cOgSiderabld amount of
varjanceaMong and within.the reports from 'states with respect to

4
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the amount and the details-of daia Which_were provided. It".isf.

possible' that in some cases tile respondents did.not treat this
project seriously'e5ogh'to *Ode the reclueisted data, but the
major portion of-the variance among the data can be attributed
to a shortage of detailed information being readily.available to
the.special education agencies. .This lack of.itrmation implies
that the movement for statewide educational prog airs for young,
handicapped children is fairly newin most states, and that the,..
state specialdducation agencies have .not had' either the authority,

,theresponsibility, or, the'resources to collect the data which
4re needed.

In osider to convey the status of OladriTh4and programming
for ,young, handicapped children, this report contains some infdr-
mation that is not directly related to yoOng, handicapped children.
Information about. special education or edimatiOn .in general was*,
,included in the reports whenever it was relevant to the,education
of young, handicapped children.

4
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SUMMARY AND IMPLICK/OITS

1. /

-- 1 ,
., ` Conclusions about the current status of planning and. pro-

graming for young , handl:capped children should be sidejkith -great `'
care because states differ'significantly with respect to terrni;:- .

.
. nology and definitions'. / For esample,:,111`"young, ha.ndictpped

r
.. . . children" is defined as /handicapped cljildren' ages .0 tnrckigh 8 .

yearsy then all states Probably have the authority:and reslionsi-. ,,

'1)11 ity. to provide services to part of that group. However, if 4

"young" is defiried as Q -5 years and further staternoits exclude i
. all service's whic,ti aTeingt mandatOry,-then'f"ew states have the..

, "authority or resocinsibli,Yitty to provide services to such children.
,- I

, ,

1 S 3 'c 1

A. CONSTRAINTS -`,,N/ .)`.. . r ,

G

There are, several :general- problems.whicii seern o be'. ---_______

cormjon to 11 states. Al though. tleseoprobl erns are familiar

;/ e 6 lewithinIthe veiouss,tates, they:are known
,

to mitt'
only in e sense t t people recognize thp djfficulties ..

A which they encoanter as a result of their4wrOtxperiences.
. , 'Most likely, tfle-personnel ig one state are no aware that

7 conditions are/candor) to all states and vary from state to
state only in /terns, of, the specif ic 'details. ,..,' ;

.

, .

.. , "..
/ .! ,I, : s .: ,. .1.,- Ob)ectives :--;V - .,z .

t' . . .

/The. first of these common problems iS a latk of .,\ specfic dbjectiveS to define the service needed1 by ho-
7, dicapped children. In Ait states special education -per-

Cinnel /express the d9siee to del'iver, services to young,
- handicapped children with some vague statements about the.
,,..
, -nature of the needs 'Ad the social. objectives of the -
) service. There is a4,considera,b1 e bohyIe' f 4 iterature

available which maintains that early tntervention makes
a difference. A1,so,, most States hariA in their constitu-

'dons, or in .legishition; some statefnents a6out the gen- t
dral goal s. of educati oft and what those goal s mean in a
social .spncp.. At a stae-wl,.c., v, larger unit level,

s.however, there needs to be 'specific statements'Which join :'thesetwo points: it-must be. stated that early inter- IKs:veotion makes a difference in terms of "something. The
ino§t common attempt to join these -points is,mthat "early
intervention is' necessaryso thaV the handicapped child
can reach his full potential." LinTortumately that state-

--:---....,,,

merit instantly evokes verbal support but conevete funding
support is slow to materialize.. In part, this 4Widing
gap results from a tendency to consider handttkpled chil-

.$ dren as just another group of people requiring special
(and expensive") services. Traps:rad* these general g;oup
needs into the personal needs bf individual children, is, a
difficult, yet necessary, part of planning.- \

ti

1w4

3 - '%

°I,
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2. Legislative Characteristics
.

Legislation within most states is far from compre-
, hensive and ;'equal" in terms of the handicapping condi-
% *ions which,are.covered by. the legislation. All of the .

states reporting 'data share ine-or more of the following,
characteristics: Withe existence of legislation to -

prpvide mandat9ry services for ch.i+dren with a specific
handicap at an earlierage thanAis required for the
-general 0opulation,or for the other handicapped children;

. (brehe existence of legislation to give the reponsibir-
ity for services to agencies which arenot provided the
resources'for communication or coordination of activities;
qjcl the exIstenceof legislation' which makes programs for
.yoUng,.handicapped-childreh permissible but does not
provide the authority and/or resources to locate.the
dren or in some cases, to serve children; and (d) the .

existence of legislation which mandates programs that a
particular agency must provide but does not provide any
-consequences for noncompliave..

Variety of Service Agencie

Services to young:handicapped children are provided
by many different agencies, organization's, and institu-
tion' in the states. In.most states it is,common to find
some yoUng, handicapped children served: (a) by federally
funded projects;. (b) by'Oecial projects or schools; (c)
by'local public school agencies; (d) by community Or

-church-related day care centers or head start Programs;,
and (e) by various semi-private or non-profit agencies.
While few persons would object to the services being pro-
vided:by various agencies, coordination becomes. extremely
difficult, especially sincelew states have the-authority,
the responsibility, or the ?Sources assigned to specific
agencies to coordinate these activities. This situation,
no doubt, is the reason that many states identify as a
primafy need a central information system and also indi-
cath a need for!comprelipnsive planning on a state-wide
level.

4% Scope df Planning

Difficulties in planning for young-, handicapped
children include all of the problems discussed previously.
For example, one needs a directilon..to..plan.(#1).;_one_needs

the authority to develIp comprehensive 'plans (#2); and one
needs to know the location, target children, 4nd typeof
services that are presently provided (#3). ;However, when
states attempt planning, the number and "scope of agencies
that must be involved apparently can overwhelm the planning
effort...qIt-is indeetdifficult=frarrive
definitions when many agencies are involved.

,rg.#

-4- 9

1.
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..B. STATUS OF` LEGISLATIONAs,
.S)Veral general statements can be made about the status

-

of legislation, planning, and needs within the respective
states. These statements are summarized and llsted.telow:

I, ; The youngest allowatqe,age for providing educational
.servIces ranges from 0 to 6 years.' The actual age for
program implementatiomis" usually related,to the status, of
implemehtation of kinclergarten programs*. -The first gen-

movement doWnward tends to be one year befdre kinder-
,

garten entry age.

2 liery_state reliarteLieitheisting_legjslation-and,;-
secvites for,speciai groups.--,usua,lly'the deanOr::heiring
impaired)'and the blind ('or visua=lly- nipaired)--7 or a,

history ofsuch legislation and seryiceggif legjflatioc is
now comprehensive. Furthermore, in sore states;-the-pri,
!Nary sourceof objection to'comprebensive,legisldtion was
the advocates ospecial Handicap groups which .had'.6<ist-
ing legislation and services. .6

Even when Tegistation ts Mdnddtary,.services dre de-
pendent, upon fundingyand iwalmo*t,all Cases the antici-
pated date for full implementation' of progr'ams was several
years' in the future.

4% Most'. states have a combinati n of manclatory:.andper-
missive legislation based upon th age of the Child: For
example, several states have Man tory legislat#on for
children who are four years old or older while the same
legislation allows for permissive se vices at an earlier
age than four years. =

C. -LEGISLATIVE NEEDS

The states generally agree on their b&sic,needs regarding
educational services for youp,"handicapped 'children. The
followihg three needs were expressed by almoit all stans
that made reports:

1. Resources and means for coordination of the -6ervices,
,,that are provided within the state.

2. Comptehensive programs and means for identifigation-
of young children with special rikeds are not generally
available, and the states do not'have resources to meet
this need.

3. Eyen when legislation and interest allow for services
to young children, thetime-.line for implementation is
often long;,therefore, -1-ST5Trs anEresources for more rapid
implementation are desired.

)

4
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,.*It is, h6ped tha

the 'status of planni

handicapped children
needed communication
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t this planoing' report will help state' iss-e-ss
ng efforts tc establish services for young, .

within these states and will encourage the ..

and cooperaton' among state and state agenlies:

4,
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ALABAMA

4
Legislation

i
an¢ Curreot Programs," 4

q

, . i ,C . ___
Legislation and programs for special eduOtion

__

hie existed
since the 1950's, but early eduCation, was not generally possible
until 4969 ,when Act 786 was passed; providing permitsivelegis-
latibn for early'education,of the handiCaPped.,:In 1971 more
comprehnsive legiSlation (Act 106) was passed te provide' pro-
grams for altexceptionalities' and to place responsibility upon
the State .Board of Education for determining the standards for ,

programs, types of children, and areas of disability to be: '.'

served, and-the-procedures! for determining eligibility-for en-
rollment in the programs: The state education'agency can serve

. childrenwith ages dOwnward through three by permission from
. ',the Board.

.
.

-Act 106.spetiffies that all exceptional-thildren:shallIbe .

enrolled in cidgpate educational programs within five year's. Foy

\'S't.\

school-rage children approximately 1000 additional ecial educa-
tion teachers have/been employed and about 30 percen of the known
exceptional children are being served.- For, younger children, ,

- however, a pilot i?rogram-was approved and subsequently implemented
to provide 2 new state- allotted teacher' positions per yearfor

,

programs for young,children. \ese teachers are serving' children.
with all exceptionalities-and wi 1es begirtning with three
years. i '- V

It is anticipated that an extension of the five-74ar mandate
will be needed and regUested. T

Plans

. 4

Plans are undetway to continue the implementation'of the
early childhood program for exceptional children at a rate of25
new statepositions.per.yar. A staff` development. rogram is

!

planned for ersonnel for the early childhood train ng program at!p

the University of Alabama. 'No plans' are made for e tension of

programs doWnward from age three nor are plans dnde 'ay for man-
datory legislation: Instead, the special education p.rsonnel are
trying to secure blanket permission fPom the Board of ducation
for programming for ages three and above for all except'onalitips.:\

, \
\ ,.

Needs
.

. -

Specified needs by the state include: (11,the establishment
of an office:of child developmedt to contain at least one fdli-

,time consultant 4W-early education and to coordinate the community
and .state agencies that provide' services to young, exceptional
children; (2) the development of a systematic protedure for iden-
tifying young, exceptional chil-ffren (3) expansion of teacher
training services in early education;' and (4) assistance in p1a.-
Ting for_the_Weeclung_ch_ildren and_deieloping programs to
meet those needs. ,

m

t,
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a , The Handicapped Children's Act of 1473, specified the hanC-

d

Legislation and Current Programs

r:

ARKAkSAS

Iv capping conditions to be covered by the legislation as mentally,
retarded, .hearing-impkred, speech-impaired,' visually-Impaired,

; emotion4.1..ly disturbed., crippled; learningqlisabled, and other
health'-impaired:. T;hfs 14gislation toverg,ages 5-21 and 'provides.' .. , ifortthe impleMentation of prograM§ tor- his age group. Further-
more',.this'act ill'aced the responsibilit with the Department of

° Ethicati,on for fully ,implementing the pro ram .by '3 979-80. A's %of
October 1973, the programs were 35% 'implemented. The legislation

- `, has created s meAroblems ber.a.ist-s of the lengthy implementation
.. period -and,f1 or Avel of 5 students.

, . . Plans .- ., ,. r,,
. ,

, ,..
. . .. ..,, , , .

_. ... -,.... .. .,,..
.., .

,- .2, Plans are 4de.r4ay!to confinue the mrlementation of The
4 .:A . v Handicapped chi dren's Att.

I
.! In difribn,,a Governors Task Force

on Ea.kly. Chil,diod educAKion is working in the following areas:
. ., 'Is legislatiOn anti' funding,:cbordination of present and proposed

:,'/ 1. .- :,,,p rograms, stall* raining and technidal 'assistance, and data base
` of services and &eds. The Warts directed toward coordination. .- , , ,.,
iere 'expected to be complete4 by late 1973, and the needs asSess-

, _. -, ,client and 4ta do lecttion ac iVjtiesliave a completion date of
'`'ti .. v July 1974_ .1.. . ::

'e t :
i .

. \ .. 4 ,

04
s .., (4' ' 1( Needs .,. \ 4,

/1/4. -,')

...

s,
,-

..- C,
'%; . .

. ,,

\ k

Specified .needsby the state include: (1). legislation to. v.
r ,v,' , -.offer programs below tlie,.nOw legatl geof 5 in the public schools,,

-. \ (2), programs for parent participation,' (3) earlier intervention,..

- -..- &psi. (4). additional fundlng fproprograms and teacher preparation.
,)

.

.
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dUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

Legislation and Current Programs

.

At thi's time, the Bureau of Indian Affairs does not have
special education legislation from the U.S. Congress or%.a manual
rele4se (policy) in the Bureau of Indian Affairs. However, the
Office of Education, Division of Student Services is responsible
for' coordinating and implementing Special Education programs.'
The spdcialized programs now in eration have been implemented
with oilier federal funds, througArathe joint effort of Central,
Area; Agency, and School personnel.' ,

Plans

.

Plans are now underway to develop,a casefinding effort
which will Nentify exceptional preschOOlers. This effort will
utilize Indian Health Service,.Social SeLeces, Community Action
Program Personnel, and Head Start'. ThiO4OtiVity has an expected
completion date bf June 30, 1914. Plans are also undbrway ,to
request specific fUnding f 'specialized services for preschoolers
for FY 76 P.P.E.

Needs
.

.

The needs identified% the Bureap 14f qtdian Affairs include:
(1) Legislation and funding isvnecessaryto provide appropriate
services to meet the special -needs of exceptional children. (2)

Programs should be based on the identified needs, whether for
preschool agedi'school-aged, or need oareer/vocatlonal education.
(3) Programs based 'on other/Identtfid needs should include gen-
eral services,oi. matei-jals such a'3 -resource rooms, prescriptive
itinerant services, self-contained; and vocational/career\oriented.
(4) -AS special feature of programs in.this area is,a need to have

invojv.ement from the local tribe (Indian SchoolBoards, Tribe)
Education Committees), parents, and community, with intensive in-
service training,,of parpts.

i.

tr
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CALIFORNIA

Cegislation and Currenttgprograms

The legislation pertaining to special education in California,
whieh is coptained in various sections oh. the Education Code of
California, covers the following handicapping conditions: educable
and ,trainable mentally retarded, mentally gifted, aphasic; 'speech -
impaired, hard of hearing,-blind, partially seeing,Ideaf, educe
tionally handicappedt and orthopedic or other -health-impaired. -
TM'S legislation placed general responsibility withthe State De-
partment of Education and speeific responsibilifY.with,the Divi-
sion of Special Education for implementing programs to, serve ,

handicapped children.

The legi-slation spedifieG three areas of coverage: mandatory
programs, perMissive programs, and experimental programs. .There
are mandatory programs for ages 5-21 ,with all ,hapdicapping condi-
tions, accept mentally gifted. There can be permissive programs'
for ages 3..5, and experimental programs- for ages 18 months to 3
years for all handicapping conditions except mentally gifted.. For
the mentally gifted there'are permissive ages 5-21 and experimen-
tal programs for ages 3 te,5 years. While these-programs are
operational, funding support has not kept pace with inflation and
other increases in program costs.

Plans
e

Plans are currently underway in three major areas: (1) to

gain state acceptance of.the Master Planfor Spectal Education;
(2)' to complete Operation Search, (3) to_implement services for
children notcurrently receiving services in ages 0 to 6 years,
The Master Plan for Special Education q'the conceptual document
designed to guide special education in California. The guiding
goals of this plan are that special education services should
he available to all individuals who need them and that sufficient
flexibility should allow local agencies.to deliver these services
in the most appropriate manner'to individuals under their juris-
diction. Operation Search is'an effort to identify handicapped
children and programs for the handicapped and to gather sUffiCient
data to coordinate the two. The planPing for Operation Search is
exnected to-be completed ,by the end of 1973.

Needs

As a result of the analysis for 'the development of the Master
Plan for Special Education, a series of:recommendations were de-
veloped: (1) There is a need'for mandatory programs for excep-
tional children from the time of their identification. (2) A

single designation, "Individuals with Exceptional Needs", shoul'd
he used for legal requirements for special education. (3) Multi-
agency planning and involvement should be required. (A) Staff
,:training and development should be conducted.

Since these needs Were recognized in the Master Plan, Meeting
them is a part of that plan and a' complete imni centati on date is
set at 1981.

-10-
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COLORADO,

Legislation and Current Programs

Article 22 of the Handicapped c:hildren's Educational Ac-t;
passed in 1;165,- defiry as handicapped, 6 child who is between the
ages of 5-21 years with long-time physical impairment., significant

'limited intellectual capacity, significant emotional and hehavidr-
al. disorder, speech disorders,: identifiable perceptual or communi-
cationAisorders, and whose presenc-..in ordinary educational 'pro-
grams is detrimental td the edUcation of others. This act places
implementation responsiedlity with the Colorado Department of

. -Education.

0The Handicapped k t-ildren' Educational Act mandated that by
-January, 1,1074, local districtsseparately or in combination with
other districts must submit to the state hoard a comprehensive
plan for'. the establishment of special education programs. if any
sechool district fails to submit ao comprehensive plan, the state'
boArci will devise and recommend a pip for that district. Forty-
four. school districts have established and implemented speCial
education programs. One hundref and eigKt local districts, have
fOrm boards of cooperative services, i.e., two or more districts

oined as one service providing agency.
..

Plans
.

An Early Childhood Advisory Comnittfe has been organized to
work, on the identification of pre-school,tandicapped chilften and
to develop programs for meeting their needs. , Guidelines for the
identification of such children and sources of, information and'
materials to aid school districts in developing programs have
been collected, The Committee expects to develop prograniS4k,:
which trained personnel of the school district williteactilltifers
to implement 'screening programs for preschool handicappo!shil.
dre.n. The trained personnel will the'nmonitet-progriimse:to insu
continued effectiveness and efficiency of train e1,; *R %.

.0
. .., , ;

Needs 1
,

A,.
. ., -;;It .4. t .The state has specified tN major. beads,- -vir ftr;st-.4s:,the

1 egi slation- to provide services to perkotunder .' ge f.v0 'who
Qualify as handicapped children under *th?:fidtdicaPpinf; condition*, ie
previously specified by.Handicapped C.hil'dren',,sklucational Act.e

The .5,-.cond area of need relates to thei identificitiontbnd program,:
plannino for handicapped childrenv, es ,o-al., ror example) .' ,..

strained personnel are needed to impil ent the_ streeoik program.
which have heen suggested by the fa -K. Childhoo Advisory 1 - /,
Committee. .

''' .. i
K
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1. ,. .,<

4.

,

/

'

fa.



www.manaraa.com

t . ,

DELAWARE

tett

,

Legislation and Current Programs
. ,

.

/ HandiCapped Children, as defAned by the Delaware Code' : I',

(Title 14, Education; Chapter, 31) are .those pupils Aae 4 to 21
requiring special educational Services, who are either leqrning
disabled, mentally handicapped, physically handicapped, socially
andnemotionally maladjusted, or any combination of the above. .

This act:placed responsibility. with the State Board* of Education
for making and adopting rules and regulations fon the education,
training,,and transportation of handicapped, gifted, or talented

.
children. This legislation also. provides for full implementation r
of prdgrams for the specified group of children.

Plans

The state reports planning "taking place in.a variety of
areas'. The most intensive effort is beirig directed toward a
needs assessment for ages 4-21, and each district is cumentlY\ %

-planning for.the implementation of prOgrams provided by existing
legislation. The statg is planning to have available by 1975 a
comprehensiVisdeVelopmeWta01 curriculum which' may be adapted. to .

thii'early childhood level. Ir'addition, the4tate is planning
needs assessments for children under the age df 4 and 04
programs for this age group.

Needs

- The state has specified two major needs, bOth of a legisla-
tive nature: first,- a legislative base and aujiorization to
serve children younger than 4 years; second, a legislative
mandate for mainstreaming.

rK

;

to* ;

Z\
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FLORIDA

r.

Legislation and Current Programs

Legislation a'nd programs,for special education hwie existed

for some time; lidwever, the pa,..lsag in 1972 of the Early Child-
Ivod and Family Development Act provided the first comprehenstve-
cbverage.. The following handic4ping conditions. are coverediby
this legislation: speech-impaired, blind and partially sighted,
eddcable and trainable mentaHy, retarded, dVafand hard of hear-.

ing, crippled and,o1,:ier health- impaired, ematiOnallx.disturbed,

and socially maladjusted. This legislation provides for the'
collection of data on-all exceptional children and, availability of
13.years ofe-schooling for exceptional children beginning with. age

The and four.year olds may be eligible for special,edu-
cation and related services, .and some who are under age 3'1TMR,
PH, 'deaf, blind) ;may be eligible for home instruction or
supplemental,instruction.if they are enrolled in a diay careW
nos-public program. -The Pepartment'of-Education is the.imple-
mesting agency'Oder this legislatIon.

a
,

Plans Nedds
-

/ In order` to follow through with the plans initiated in
1 243, e state\leadership position in the Education for',Ec
onal ChildreliP'Section; Departhentiof EdUcation must be est

lished. Iliepersdn in this position would be responsi ejo
.initiating.needs aisSessiliont activities, liasop with ofother

o local,school systems. In

is pekon would direct his_

.

t34, 1 ,

,

agencies; and techpica) assistance
dealing with these gerferal are-3S,, t
ettention,. to the following six issues: , ".

q. What types and'how many identification 1 -referral ',4: .

4

systems are operable t support.an early childhood %,

program?
\-

.

2. Whaf' TS the role and scope. of present training programs7,
ft/r handicapped young children. funded by various.divi-, . .-

- sions of'ttie 'Department of Health andphabilitative,

services? ' . , -4 . 0

,''A
3. If Head Start is requiredto serve-handicapped children

totaling at least 10%Of their enrollment, what type of
formal liason should be established? .

oloo

13;

'4. How tcOuld' faCilities'he Provided for, a 'statewide

,early chil'dh'ood 'education program-to'r exceptional

children?
.

5. rAre adeouateittrained teachers and other staff available?

F. Can programs he designed, for exnpf,ional children with-
out requiring early lahelinn?

3 ,-;);.

*ow
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GEORGIA

Legislation and Current Programs
.. ..

.

,
. services fo"r yailaa, handicapped children now operate under ..

the provisions of the -Early Childhood Development Act (Senate
Bill 676) and Preschool Trajning for the Handicapped (House111
57). The iTplementing agencies for this legislation are the ' .

. State.Board,of Educationthrough'the Department of Education, ,

Early Chjldhooi.Programs and in cooperation With local education
agepciA. ,The EatlxChildhood Pevelopment Act provides coverage.
for the.folpwingsthildren: ?(\l) children leis than three years
old dreAddtified s haying phnical or ni4ntal handicap and
who gualiff for as 'stun e from, Scilial Security Act, Title IV-A;

ave-phy§ical .or m 6tal, ndica4v4ep (3)-Ataldren fiVe yeaW
It(2),.th4ldren bgfwe -lith ages., 01c three and five, inclusive, who

X 'IF' age., The PreschoWT ining or the Handicapped proviOeST'.
coveyagt.fbiTe'PrehoWemOtiOnally, meritaWy,,.and,09VealTy
Kandicapped. -^F,' ,

I
-.1 ,,,-

. ...
., .

41C,

*, 7s---"s*\1 4 . ,

49The following types of p rams are provided by the-,
.'.

lation: (1) testing, diagnosi , and treatment of,:childrenless
than thrge Yerst of age, who 404 phy§icaVorpental handicaps; \

(2.)-eddcationarprogramprchirlOren*fivellyears of age; and (3) , .

, . \re Kational programs `for., Childrenithr4 to five ears of age, ,
_

a ' .i , who have,physical or mental handicaps. The triple line

vin -dej.ee of-implelfientation of .these activities ie'coptingent f.i',/

oh.the availabilitrof funds.' At pAsent, of the 18. school

''',

sYstemSlIn 1eorgia4,151 participate in theprograms provided by
Hod% 01 57-,--and 441partitipate in the programs prolded by

fill 676. (1 % 3

4. 1' ' - itet \. . . . .
Plans .

.

S
, ,

.. A number of activitie.s.are pladned.or underway in the state.
fisg1 Propos4.1eaislation entitjedAdequate Program for 'Education in

. Geongia4ecommends: "The State should provide early childfiood

.

. ..
eddeatidn for three and four,ye 4.1ds Who are either .physically,

......-- IP
,

,. mtntally, or, emotionally handiC`'.',ed or perceptually. or Tinguis-
1tically deficient. As withIcindergartens, this program.Zan be .

most effectively implemented in steps." Planning and Imillemen,

the funding of the programs identlfied,therein.
tation of this inIrt arp!of course, dependent upon pasiage of
he legislation 'a i

'TheState hasdgan'izeda Task Force, Committee composed,of state
and local earlyochildhooddeducation perianneji 'This.coMmittee
evaluated and reviewed the state's orly-EhlT0hood education*

- program and determined its needs., 'F'urthe'r, the coordination of

4.i. services to yang children is plannedlwith the Department of
. , Hum esources. College proprarwand the in-service trAning i

.:-
oflp f are also beinapplannied.w"

, 41p.

I%

2.
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'Needs

The State Board of EducatiOn and'the Local Education-'Agency
coordinate the programs serving young, handicapped children. The ,

Department of Research-andOevelopment, utininformaiion from
local agencies,',aOesses the program needs. Nandicapped.childrWN
from n-2 years,a-re,:in need of set-mice now, add'more certified' . ,

personnel- ar# peedeeto.work with the earlychildhood,handicapped.

4

I
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---
legslation and Current Programs

Hawsaii Revised Statutes, Vol. 4, Chapter 301, Part II, desig-
nates the Department of Education and the Department of Health
as the implementina'agencies for services to exceptional children.
Exceptional children are children under twenty years of age who
(1) deviate from the so-called normal person in physical, mentall
social, or emotional characteristics-or abilities to such an
extent tliat specialized training, techniques, and equipment-pre
required, (?) who,..for reason of physical defects, cannot attend
reaular public school classes, (3) or who are emotjonally mal- .7
adjusted oe intellectually incapable of profiting fronfordinary
instructional methods.

-

Special education is prOvidedsbY the Department of Education
ttrough programs in regulanpublic schools, special education
schools, and licensed private special education schools by con-
4act'with the school district: These proarams are designed
specifically for the following administrative categories: Blind,

Deaf, Blind/Deaf, EmOtionally Handicapped, Educable Mentally
./ Petarded, Hard- of-Hearing, Orthopedically Handicapped, Partially

Sightedt.Special Learning Disabilities, and Trainable Mentally
.Retarded,' Educational services are available to all students of
compulsory school-age in the designatel categories of'exeption-
aUfies. Limited educational services are provided to preschool
students in categories of hearing handicaps, trainable mentally
retarded, and de,afiblind:: Service responsibilities of the
nehrtment of Health-have not been clarified.

Plans

I

;The Special Edkcation Branch, with the assistance of the
Manakiemeit AalyS(is Center, has begun to develop the State Plan

, for Special,,Pducation. 'There are-indications that the plan
would include early educational ,programs for the, handicapped. in
coorltipatIon with other-departm6nts and agencies. The olanriing

group.ar6 incfliding activities with key publics -and officials
7), tq.as,sure 'involvement in such areas as legislation, funding, data

collection, evaluation, peggram impl entation, and coordination:.
. This alannirig activity is egpected to: be completed by late 1974.

. .

Needs

Specified needs identififd bythetstate include: (1) screen-
:v..

ing an identifying yolpg, handicapped,children02) developing
and mai aining a celltrM,regtstry of handicapped children; and

---(3) cla ifyim tfie role and reSponsiPlity Of the Department of
Healefor proiding services to, handicapped children.

11)

0,

-16-
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IDAHO

a

Legislation and Current. Programs

1
Idaho does not have general legislation fclr #oungKandj-

capped children. There is legislation for childan.6.4i years of
aae, and deaf and blind children 4-21 years of age. The primarY
programifor the .'deaf and blind childr9n is theAttg School for
the Deaf ,and Blind.

Plans
*il

The state is planning to have legislation introduced for
young, handicapped children in 1974.

Needs
.

,
4\,-

..

The state has specified a need for fuhdir6 foriprograms for
young handicapped children. The State Agency needs, to conduct
an assessment on the 0-6 age group and then use thereguAting data
to support a request for legislation and fund$. .: '

.
.

;.1
,..
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.ILLINOIS

f, Legislation and Current Programs

.Article 14 of the.Illinois,School Code provides comprehensive
coverage for exceptional children, ages '3 -21. .The 'implementing, ,

agenqy for legislated programs is the Office of Public Instruction
and. Publig.Schools. A wide range of programs. and implementation
-suppcirt, with the:exception of.totaT funding, provided 'by the

Illinois legislation whicifalso mandates that all public schools
serve handicapped children aged 3-21. ,-4"-

4-

-Plans

,' Plans are underway to Continue the implementation of proA
grams mandated und9r Article'14. The following time-line is
-45rojected for completing implementation: 1972-73, lOriMplemen-,
tation; 1973-74, 35%'implementatim"%1914-75, 85% implementation,
and 1975-76, 100% implementation. - A

it

'

,

Needs .

the state has specified the folIbwing-needs: 11) legislation
.

to serve handicapped childr 'en 0-3, (2) additional:funding.for
presently mandated prbgrams, (3) more coordination with state
agenctes, and (4) planning time to deal with present and proposed

Programs.

I

O

1
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INDIANA

..... ,,,,,, _ ...........

'Leaislatiopand Current Programs

Special Education in Indiana is currently being conducted.
primarily under legislation contained in Chapter 396, Acts of
1969, which state that handicapping conditions shall he defined
by the rules and reaulations of the State Board of Education.
At present, the following conditions are specified: speech
handicapped, visually handicapped, physically handicapped,
trainable mentallx_retarded, educable- mentally retarded, ihearing-
impaired, and emotionally disturbed. The folldWing additions have
beeh proposed to the'current rules and regulations: multiply
handicapped, learning disabled, and severely and profoundly-re-
tarded. The Indiana Department ob Public Instruction is"the,
implementing agency under this legislatidn.

These acts also specify that schools shall -be required to
provide appropriate education services for all handicapped chil-
dren after September 1, 1973. Thus, services are mandatory for
handiCapped children ages 6-18. Services are permiSsablelor,
handicapped children ages,0-6.

.Plans

Plans are underway to form,an Advisory Committee of Early
Education of the Handicapped whith would be operatiOnal by. -----

January 1974. This Advisory Committee is expected ,to provide
input into the development of prioPity areas of federal programs
at the state level- for preschool handicapped by June 1974, and
will Ile, involved in the development of a legislation program. .

This latter activity is seen 'as an on-going process, with no
specific termination-point. There are over 133,000 handicapped .

children.fp the state of-lindiana. By 1973-74 school year the
state will.beserving-over 95,000 of them. Plans are underway to
serve the total group with appropriate educational services by
the 1974-75 school year.

Needs -

I .7..

The state has indicated a need to have areas of existing
legislation clarified. The specified roles of state agencies
are not clear. What agency, district, or, level h s.f4naticial
responsibility is also unclear. The consequences for non-'
compliance with existing legislation needs to,be specifiedi In

addition, the state has specified needs in the'following areas:
.(1)legislation.for ages 0-6, (2) legislation .d inng handi-
capping.condition5Jgr ages 0-6, and (31-the-d termination -of
fiscal and/or direct responsibility for the education of all
handicapped children. /

4
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Legislation and Current Programs

Publicschools are allowed to provide early. childhood edu-
cation programs for handicapped' children under chapter 281 of

, .the Iowa cede.. This legislation speolfdcally ref6rs to children
under five years Of age with the following handicapping oondi-

physitally-impai ed, vision-impaired,emotionaily disturbed, and .

condi-
tions: speech-impaired,-hearing-impaireti,

. learning disabil.4ies. There. is legislation to provide any type I

of prdgram servin the listed handicapping conditions. 0-

.

t The responsiblity for-implementation of educational pro-'

m
grams for young, h i ndicapped 'children is placed with local and

~.county school syst s.; 'Implementation of these programs haS not
been a priOrity for schools, end the degree of.iniplementAion 'teas-,

been low..

\

0
Plans and Needs

The state indictes the next steps in planning and imple-
' meng early educati4n programs for the handicapped are: N

(1) distributing information regarding the existing early child- , -\

hood education programs, (2) requesting that the MidWest Educa- \;
..

4i tional Resource.Centet explore training models'for, various,pro- v
' ogram designs for early childhood education, and (3) working

through the difficulties caused by a legislation provision whfth
'allows only approved public schools to provide programs for hand-
yappedchildren under school age.

a

41 ,

14,
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KENTUCKY.

Legislation and Current,PrograijA

In 1970 the Kentucky Revised Statute 157.200 was passed.
This legislatioh defines, "children" as all persons, undor twenty-
one-years of age. Exceptiohal children,,as defined by KRS, are
ahildren.who differ in one or more respects from average or nor-
mal children in physical, mental, emotional or social character-
istids and abilities to sucha degree that it is impractical ór:-
impdssibletfor them to benefit from, or participate in, the reg-
ular or usual facilities or clasroom programs of the public
schools in the district,in which they reside.

The Statute places iMplementation'responsibility with the.
Department of Education, and Specifies that: By T974,
all county and independent boards of educatiOn, shall operate
special education programs to the extent ,required by, and pur-
suant to, a plan which has lieen%approVed 'by the State Board:of

ti Education after consideration of the.recommendations from the
State.Tesk Force and the Human ResOurces Coordinating Commis-
sion,and-Council ." At the present 'time there hat been no im-
plehlentation of preschool' progrims for exceptional children.

R1 ans.
. . . e

pilot kindergarten program has been planned fork the 1973-
1974 school year. At the preSent time, itlis. not known howmany,
if -anyof these pilot programS wi11, include exceptional chil-
dren. It is believed; however., thdt the adoption of kindergar-
ten programs for .all children will make jt .easier to implement
early education programs fOrbandicaOped difldren. In addition,
the.,state.plans to use funds from Title VI; Part Etv.to.lestablish
early education programs for harylicappedi children. The evalu-
ation8 received from these 'programs.. wil'bg used to encourage
lode] school districts to implement earl); education programs fo"
handicapped children. '

,,
41- Needs . .. ,--,-,

The state has indicated that the presentileoislation' ts-ocolii-

prehensive, and their primary needs are in the area of implemen-
tation. .

.
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1. Lggt ration. and Current -

*R
'',

Legislatigetiaised'inuneof 1973 covers exceptional chil-
.

. ' dren ages 5-20. ,This= legislation includes all types. of handl-
, .

ltaPOng conditions but does not cover gifted children without any
handicap. Implementation responsibility has been placed with the
Maine Department of Edatia-e;;mal and Cultural Services. At the
present time,rguidel.ines and:gulations to implement this manda-
tory legislation are being developed.

, MUNE

-

, t
.1

. &

Piaes" '

Mans are unddrway to develol. legiSlation for early'educa-

.. tion for young,'han-Jicapped cbildren. This legislation will be"
introduced into Vie -nextset-sion of the legislature. -Plans are

-..al$4) jag de Olvelopgd icli would encourage 04-al school units

to ide tify handicapped' children and provide early education for
thgm:.

]

Needs

4t

f

',-. * . -
.

The" state has'speci946 need for legislationfto cover all'
handicapping. 'condition§ pi- ages 0-5 and 20-25. In additiOr,

the:state nee0s,a model, tecfpliquess, and instruments to screen,
Adenfify, andtdiagnbike needs yoyng, handicapped children.

!=
.

e

`
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MASSACHUSETTS

I

Larslation and Current Programs

Current.legislation in Massachusetts provides for mandatory
programs for h,ndicapped chiLren ages 5-16, and permissive pro-
grams Above 16, except form2ntally retarded which has mandatory
programs to 18 years of age. The handicapping conditions covered
by legislation are: .thentally retarded; emotionally disturbed,
phyticalty handicapped, deaf, blind, aphasic, perceptually handi-
capped% and speech-impaired. The implementing agency for pro=
grams is the Department of Education, but regulations are jointly
with'either Mental Health and/or Public Health, There is pro-
poted legislation in Massachusetts which would provide for pro-
grams fdr all handicopping conditions age5 3 to kindergarten, age
and 0 to kindergarten for hearing7impaired.

Plans and Needs*

Presently task forces in various content,areas are .drafting
proposed regulations for--a tomprehensive.special edUtation bill
which would give the State Department of Education full regula-
tory power over special education. The bill covers all'cate-.
.gories and conditions', makes program provisions mandatory, and
includes prdVisions for assessment, prbgramming, transportation,
and,reimbursement policies, i.e., a total package for speCial
'education., A ruling is expected in March.of 1974.

The state has almost completed regionalized. needs assess7
ments. The results are being_and will be used to,develop a bet-
ter system for allocating Title VI and PL 89-313 services. All
activities are being conducted by the Division of Special Educa-
tion through its six regional offices. From these needs assess-
ment and other activities the state has specified a need for
coordinated agency planning, to be cOupled with retrieval tech -

niques for the identification of preschool handicapped children
and the delivery of services to them.

r'
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MICHIGAN

Legislation and Current Programs

Legislation and programs for special education have existed
since the 1950's, but early education was difficult until 1971
when House Bill No. 4475-was passed and approved by the governor.
Handicaps covered include, but are not liMited tb.; Mental; physi-
cal, emotional behavior, sensory, and speech handicaps. The leg-
islation covers handicapped persons 0-25 years of age. The State
Department of Education has primary.implementatton responsibility,
but the la'w indicated cooperation with the Department of Mental
Health, the Department of Social Servicet, and other agencies.

The legislation provides for_a full range of programs and
implementation, when apprbval from the State Board of Education
has been secured.prior to their initiation'. The state indicates
that full implementation of prc*ams has not been accomplished,
primarily because funding was not_available. However, 2,260
preschool handicapped children are presently served by various
programs in the state.

Plans

Plans are underway to organize a staff committee to deter-
, mine what is being done in early childhood-education, to study

the governor's fiscal plan, and to set up an assessment study
hopetilly through "Headstart." These activities were expected
to be completed by summer of 1973. The next step in,planning
isto set up a state advisory committee to coordinate efforts
for early childhood education and secure advoc,ates for this ef-
fort. Future activities will depend on the strategy of this com-
mittee.

Needs

None specified.

..
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MINNESOTA

Legis!!*:ion and Current Erurams

Legislation passed in 1957 and, subsequently 'omended pro-
yides mandatory programs for all handicapped chit 'en ages 4 to
21, except mentally, retarded children for which the manbltory.-
age is 5 to 21. Services to children under these tges is perr
missablt,.. There are two criteria fired to determine acceptancb.
to special education,programs: (1) the child 'has one or more . (

of the designated handicapping conditions, and (2) the child
needs special instruction.

The current legislation'provides for full implementation*of
programs and the Department of Education is the tiplementing.
agency. The state provides funding on a per'centage basis. with a
maximum level, e.g., the state pays 50% of the cost of material-
and supplies up to fifty dollars per child. At the present time
programs have-been.implemented which are-serving 70% of the
identified handicapped children, and the state expects 100% im-
plementction by.1977.

Plans

A number of planning activities are currently underway in
the state. The major planning activity is the development and
'implementation of a system to identify all, handicap-ped,children'
by 1976. 'Other planning activities are expected to prdauce the
following outcomes: increased reimbursement funding from the
state, needs assessments conducted by school districts, evalu-
ation 'and program review guidelines and models developed by the
state, and increased pre-service and in-service training.

Needs
./

Specified needs by the state include: (1) mandatory legis-
lation for services to handicapped children birth to 21 year'S, .

and (2) changes in-the present legislation to give the Department
of Education responsibility*for providing the educational pro-
grams in state institutions.

30
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Legislation,and'Current Programs' '.
...

,

, ...,,

Mississippi does not have legislation' for mandatory school '

at*endance;'however, the recent passaqe.of House kill .74 and pre-
vious legislation prbvides the legislative base for, cleliVery of
services o:youog, handicapped children.' In addition to speci-
fying the handicapping conditions, this, egislation.provides.up
to $600 towaretuition for exceptional children to aftend special
schools and provides_ payment for 60% of special educatiortech-,
ers' salaries. ,

. .

\ . ;,

House Bill 74 specifies the p6cRdures by-which paredts may
initiate programs. Five or more parents of children' with simis'
l'ar learning handicapg" may petition the local school superin-
tendent, who in turn asks the.State,bepartment,of UK/cation for

. permission to establista special 90tication class, House Bill
74 $came inta,effea July 110973, and,the state is, beginning

. ,,t,o' receive requests fOr'' procIramsc-HoWever, the fail impact,*Sr
,

not known at thepresent ttme,., -: , ,* , ,--,_
*w

*1.,-4 1 .: --2Plans (' C--

, rA .

Plans ale being developed to request that the legislature
. i., prov'ide sport fdr ki.pdergarten programsfon-youpg,' handicapped

.children.''This type of support has been.requested previously,
,and the legislature 'is expected to act by early 1974. i '.

,,,
, . -

,.
)Needs ,

.

- ..
, . )

The state has specified a need for legislative support for
administrative and program activities. I'm addition, asse-sment,

..have idenif-ied thefiollowiag needs: (1,) kindle-Ogar'stenipogralli$,.

(2) preschool evaluation of all children, and, (3) expansion of
special educatiOn programs particularly for children who ire ,

emotionklly disturbed or.have learning disabilities.

MTSSISSIPPI.

tf
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. MISSOURI

/
1

,

Legislation and Current Programs.

Current legislation, in in thestate jecifies that the board of
ucation of each school district shall provide special education
rxices for handicapped children 5, years-of age or oldereand may

provide special aducatjohtl services f6t handicapped children un- .

:der the age of5.. This.legislation also provides that each district
shall,teake, or have taken, a special census of handicapped children
under the age'of ?1 years. The State-Board of EducatiOn is respon-

v.. ible for determining: '(1) the criteria to be'used in defining, ,
,handicapped children,,(2) the regulatims,g6erning the evaluation

, and assignment of children to 'proArams;Nnd (3) the standards for
approval of all special education programs.

. f

There are a number of pro4rallis availableto young, handicapped
children, but the most comprehensive cbverage is at,the,kindergar-
ten level. An. addition) there'arespecial programs in some public,
school districts for pitschooltaildren and some special .projects
Serving this group of, children. -Since the legislation 'referred to
in this report is veryirecent, the.st4e expects a significant shift.
in ,pe_pattern of services bfferea. 7

. Plans.
./

Planning is'underway in the following.Areas: (1) development
alit..approval of guidelines, rules, and replatIans under the-eUr--,---
rent legislation,-,(2) development of procedures Tor initial
ficatio of young, handicapped children(3) development of diag-'
nostic proceduresrfor the assignment of children to programs, and
(4) development of innovatqe projects. .

Needs ,

liven the recent legiSlatibn and the activities currently un-
derway relating to the legislation, thi. state has specified three
major needs: '(1) coordination of presEWt efforts into a compre-
hensive statewide needs assessment program that will identify the
handicapped and provide informatioh necessary for:the-delivery of ,

services to all young children; (2) an early screening, program to
identify handicapped children ages 3 -5 and a.census of all handi-
Loved children ages birth to 21 years; ,(3) diagnostic services
and curriculum materials that are based upon prescriptive teach- .

ing,techniqUes. %

-
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NBRASKA
ti

Legislation and .Current Programv

"Me state has legislation to cover all handicapping conditions
t-

and:toprovide services to children. Local school 'districts are e,

regbiredeto, provide'progrIms, and all special education programs
must be approved by the State Depa-tment of Public Instruction.
ThetateDepartment of EduCation, upon reque4x,shalrprovide
techniCal assistance in planning, programming,-6d other activi-
ties required by the act. The initial.implementation date is July,
1974.' The cost of spedial education,programs is tebe'shared'by
local school districts and'the state, which will py up to' 90% of. ,
a.11 excess, cost.

four' areas-of the hew legislation represent a significant -
.shift in the direction of the state An the field of special edu-
cation. First, penaties are provided for hOncompliance With re-
quirements of the act. Second, all schoolboards are required. to
reportto the State Department of Educatidn'all children who-reside
in the school district who would benefit from special:education
peograms and to propose a plan for providing such programs. Third,
the school district shall pay an amount equal to the average per
pupil cost,to the agency providing the educational program for-every
child who is a resident of the district and attending an educational
program outside the school district. Finally, a di,e'process pro-
cedure has been established within which a parent may appeal fora
case review to the State Department of Education.

Plans and Needs.

All planning and needs assessment are-in a beginning stage
and are directed toward the mandates of the new legislation.

.

-28- 33
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Legislation artid'Current Peograms . 4f.
f . '';;4 . i

.The legiilitive base for programs in the state, at this writ- ,
ing, seems to be in the process of changing. Present legislatilin

, .1. /
provides comprehensive coverage for handicapping conditions from

,

5 tO 21 yearg and f &r. deaf children from 4 to 21 years. .Propoged .,
legislation would lower ageg covered for\al handicapping condi-

' dons. Presently,, state*anClocal schoql 'agencies have-th&r:e-,',,
,, .sponsibil'ity for'assigning children and financing programs. The

Child MelfareAgency has historically been responsible for ,pre-, ,; 1 '.'

school programs, facilities, ane care. She Office df Mental Re- I
4

'Itardation has 'supported Child Development Centers which'primarily, , ., ,t
serve handicapped children. The proposed'legislationlwould gixe- ,.- :

.

.
the special education agency more-direct respons.ibtltii-for pre-.'
school handicapped children. . . . .. .A.11k. ..

, . - i ,.

Under present legislation 'several hundredNldrtn are,WAng A .
1.- ..,, 4 k 1( .,

served; however, the service is very uneven. The stale indicates : ', ,It.- '1 4''

.., that ircomprehensive program coverage is to.makea difference, k : ./Plv

"then'quality as well as quantity must be an iss4e..t.Purthermorei :'
the primary issue is the availability of resourtes:lf'state,afid/ ,,,

r ., 4

or federal,funds are not increased significantly, thep'a full.
1

.-1, . ., k.

4 4 t;
range of -quality programs for all young, handicapped, hildretr,1 r.,
not possible.in the immediate ftiture.

...- ,

,,,

. 7
I :Plans ,-..t

,-:
. -

Present efforts-care directed toward the formation of a multi- ,
agency. planning grody which would be expected to address the fol-
lowing issues: (1) establish areas*of activities and.respo'nsi-

.;

formulating b

bilities foormulating various agencieSjectives,

processes,*and criteria; and (3) develop.
-,(2) involve the delivery staff .in

a ldng-range plan including an implementation strategy. This ef-
fort is expected.to take one year.

.1,

Needs

Present needs assessment activities have produced the follow- .

ing recommendatiOns:. (1) The identification of handicapped or po-
tentially handicapped children should employ local sources such as
Pediatricians, hospital staff, local visiting nurses, welfare work-
ers, and 'other social service agencies all working together to for-
ward information to the appropriate planning and delivery agencies,;

and (Z)New Hampshire is developing a regional multi-service system
within which the person whO makes contact should assume advocacy
for the child and continue the effort until each'agency participates
to the fullest extent.'

34
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\t.egVation and Current Progeams".

',...,/

-.
,-":,them., Beyond' this; the,ldeal public school"district may identify
..;,-and.c;las4ify handicappedchildien b6llow the.age of 5 and beyond
--:t;the age ,.of 20 and msy,grovqe-Aoprbeiate educational Programs to

this laroup; 'There Tp,liroposidkIegislation'to assuee implementation

1."01prescho91.yrograMsand rdtmburseMent of the costs of tittyser-
t vices iot hendilpapped chjldreri be the age of five.

.4,
s

-,-, t .
:4: All. Program*, recnired by the existing legislation have been .

,. ., fuTly implemented,; ThernAre same local districts and'some special
z .,.projects which provide '00ograms-for children below the age of fit/6.

.:0..

. Plans) -

NEW JERSEYS

"" .

A, 4.
it

fi

Legislation siecificelly require s eaciflopl :school district

4 `1.) to,IdentiV and cleslOYIall handicapped children between the ages
Hof 5.And 20 an to'previde:appropriate educational programs for .

The Governor of New Jerseyites made available $500.000 in ex-
.:,

t tra-ordinary funds for tfit Department of EducatiOn td initiate
.pilot projects for pre - school handicapped children. These funds

are d.the current:FY'1974 bOdget. TheBranch of-Special Education
Ynd Pupil Personnel Services, has opdertaken'A series, of steps to'
assistlocal estricts with the implementation of the pilot pro-
jects in September l97,4:- At. the present time, here is no tpdi-

, cation as to whether these extra-ordinary, funds will be continued
in fr1975; thd future dOreschool fOecial education is somewhat
dependent upon the l4gislation Aith has been previously. entioned.

Pilot projects for pre-SEhoG1 aged'handicapPbdlihildr::n will
e developed within the following context:

.

rurids,hAve been set Aside for the.employmerA of .a con-.. '
sultant in preschooLtducation for the handicapped tQ ,

help the Branch of Specia' Education and Pupil Peson.-`.
ServiceScoordinate tmplemenfAtion of pilot. pro-. ,

jects and of programs to'be
f
'ddveloped.in thefuture:.

2,A parentutraining component hds,been set up in"cOoper-
ation with Rutgers Univer'si'ty.: This component will
assume responsibilityfor,implementing And developing
of.a two-fold parenttrainthg program.

(a) The program will assist paren'ts whosechildren are
enrolled in funded ,pilot projects.

,.(b) `The program will assist parents who nave pre-school
aged handicapped children who are not enrolled in
pilot prdjects.. (It is anticipated that a minimum
of 400 parents will be involved.)

-30-
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3. Four major pilot .projects will be fLinded to.serve as `
demonStratic.n Centers. These projects will be strategic-
ally located throughout the State so that they may becoine
arenas for" change, as well as agents for providing
technical and ceinsultant assistance to other pilot pro:
jects'in their Pelated geographic regions.

4. A sufficient 'timber ofpilOt projects wilY be funde& to
provide direct and indirect 'services to a limited number
of preschool aged handicapped children in each of the
twenty-one counties in"NeW Jersey. is anticipated

. that approXiniately fiVe percent of these children ntay,
proVided services through this extra-ordinary budget
appropriation. ,.s /

/-
Needs o

/

Present legisl3tive needs could be met through passage of '

the legislation previously referred to in this report. :.The idea- .

tification of,otber...needs isinow in progress. The Depa-rtment
Education, Commission'er's Advisory Council for the.liandicappedi
has a Committee conderhed with early education for the handicapped.
This Committee is a coordinating agency as well as an advisory
grOup, and their specific target is an estimated 12,p00 preschool
aged handicapped children. It is expected that this Connitt,qe
will identify additional reds. ,

r

tJU
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NEW MEXICO

Legislation and Current Programs, .t.
-. Special educatisondfor.youn% handicapped children is now con-

.. r. duEted underAhe-prtivisions of\House Bilil 360, passed Inthe first
. ' . .' session- ofc the 3st leglslatuKe ih 1)73. The implementing agency .

'for_ ProgtaMs- is the State Department' of Education. The legislation
%.,. ,,.. provides mandatory services ftw,all children who have attained

. ,,- the'ir sixth birthday prior to Sotember 1 of the school 'year. Par-
''., :.ents-Aor o,ther groups may request services-for:ages-below 6, but

""--.; , ,,

,

Se... rv,fic.e.s are mit mandated-:at this time. >,. .
, , \

; ',Early chi'dhood ed,ucatign. is defined.as pre - elementary pro-
1 ".

.

gramswhich are estaliTi shed )by -loca 1 - schbo4distei cts : ' The .1 egis.
. . p I at=ion does not make' attendepce to these programs mandatory; .how:.. "

ever, 'the,Department of EiuOtion has been mandated Ito provide elk.
annual report of existing netAs.' Early ehildtipod programs are to
be Progressively phased,in,:'wi-th full implementation by Septembe

. , 1977.- The'Stafe has ProvidedA800,000 for the lirst phase, which
is:to take..plat'e during the, 1973-1974 academic year. These funds't

- will'be used ,primarily to establish regular kindergarten prdgrams, ,
Ttfesejund§ do not have a portion of them which ils specified for
"the education; of young; handicapped children. '

ti

.11

S

mit

t

ins

440

The State is deit4loping a-plan for the deliteeY of special edu-
cation services.. 'The, plan includesbut'does not specifically plan
-for, the delivery of "services to pre-school handicapped children:
The delivery of services to young, handicapped children, due to in-
adequate 'funds, has, a lbw priority.

Needs
.

A 'committee 9f parents, 'educators, and community leaders re-
ported that the single most. critical ,problem facing Special .Educa
tion in New Mexico generally was the iderifification of children who
needed special educaticm,services and the determination of what'
kinds" of services. are needed by4-his group. In addition, the spe-
cial education' Of -pre-scbool handiapped children needs both a leg-
islative and'a financialbase.

' /0- )
.*
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NELOORK.

Legislation and Current. Programs

s

Pre-school programming within the public sector is, it this
*, time, a nOn-mandated service, except for blind, deaf, and deaf/. ,
blind children. The law states that deaf childrenqs*young.asc$
areTligible for state, supported prograin. Blind Childrenare
eligible for pre-tchopl programming in State operated and -State
supported schools for the blind. In September 1973,pre-school
programming 'for Orthopedically hatkitappedthree and four-year
old children will be initiated at the NuMan.Resourte School in,
Albertson, Long Islam!: The county, and the-State tducationA0e-
partment are equally sharing the.costs-of this program. Add-.
tionatTy,'New Yon City provides schools for deafchildren between
the ages of,2 year's and 8 months. Approximatply half of. the cost
of this education is provided by State fdnds. Legislation passed,

in 1973 authorized school districts to provide ihsti.uctilbn-for
mentally handiCapped children (with I.Q: of less than 50) frbm

.
.

ages,3 to 4. ,

. 0 k.
.. 0a ,

r. 'The state has a number of programs for precschbol hthidicapped
children, too many to make a specific lilsting'destrable, However,
according to a recent study; only one-half of 'the handiCapped
children in the.state are enrolled in school programs. The time-

-line-for implementation of services to,a11:children is five oars.'

ar ..

,

.N. ,

The state has been divided into 13 region's. Planning is ribw

underway to dolelop'a state plan fdr education of the handicapped
and to_establish diagnostic, prescriptive, and support services
within the'13 regions. These activities are expected to be oiam-
.pleted by June 1974. By January.1975, the state expects to `have
esOblished early childhood education programs in regional educa-t

tion centers and in large urban ,centers. In addition, statewide
plinking for deaf and blind children...is expected to be completed
.by September 1974.

.

a

Needs A

4

,04rst, recently through the efforts of a statewide task'force,
extensive data collection took place regiOnally. liata were

yiected on all types and ages ofnandicapped children in order toCas,
`certain the numbers, typesandllocation of these:difildren, In : d

dltion, data were collectedTon the programs, manp104ri, and 'resource V

needs necessaryfor dealing withproblems wi.thqn each of the regions
and recommendations were made for action at he state level.

'Second, a priority need for the future will besthe
diagnosis, and programming for pre-school handicapped children. 1 ,4

In addition, the state has specified aneed for legislation and.
funding support to provide a variety ofiprograms for handicapped ,

children from birth to age 21.

-33- OM, 4 A,
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NORTH CAROLINA
r

0 -Legislation and Current Programs

Services for young, handicapped children TM operatJ under
the provisions of Education for Hearing Impaired Children'6 the

Public Schools: PL 115-315.1, 1969. The implementing agencies,for
this legislation are the State Superintendent of Public Instruction,
the State Board of Education, and North Carolina Public Schools.
Legislation introduced, but not yet4passed, inthe 1974 session of
the North Carolina GeneralAssembly would permit local school build-

;

ings to addpt rules and egulations permitting kindergarten and
third_ grade pupils to attend school for ress than six hours per
day. The proposed legislation is not-restricted to the handicapp-
ed, but would include any hanOcapped children jn'the programs.
Existing legislation makes it possible for first and second Oade
childrento attend school for less than six hours per day.

implemented during the 1969-70 schoolypar, this.legislation
is permissive rather than mandatorvand provides coverage'for pre-
school age, hearing-impaired children (including both deaf
of:-,heOring) between the ages of oneond six, and for har-d-of-hearing

children of school age. Also'provided are education programs for,
hearing- impaired children in public-day school's, and idetificatiati
'and professional evaluation of preschool children who' have impair-,

,,s

hearing. , ,

A number of other programs :serve young handicapped children;
thereore'programs. for school me children (ages 6-8) with various

4 handicaps;. and ,programs for over 550 children-loges 0-1) with var-
ious handicaps. Under Title V-A of the Developmental Disabilities
Services Act, there are 57'day care centers (primarily privdtemon-
profit) serving-Over 900 mentally retarded preschool age children.

Plans
.

.

,-
The State' did not 'identify any specific plans.

,

Needs
. ,

.

, The State identified'a need for legi,s.lation..which would pro-
vide-services :forf011 presqhool handicapped'children other than
those who are iiehring-impaired and tovered under the existing lel)...

islation. :

A)

O
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NORTH DAKOTA

of

Legislation:and-Current:Programs
1 .

\

The state has ulegislati've mandate'tolprovide services to
all handicapped children school age to 21 years. There.is per- ' ,

missive.ldgislation f6r kindergartens.at the lbcal level and for '

c program for the gifted. The permissive legislation does,not - '
specify programs or funding for young, hariOicapped_chiildren:

1-
, . e

TOO are a Variety of programs,for yoimg,- 'ha rdicapped,chij-- °
dren in the state whfch are housed in a variety of agencies, e.g.,,,

programs-are funded. by public schools ar state SoCial,Services
Department andiby private, state and federal 'agencies.,A kedse
statement is not avail Ole on the,number of,oung.handirapped
children being'served or the Size of the group not being served.

, .,,. . .

Plans
N 1 .4 *

. .,

o

, The state has speCified
e

the follpwing next-steps
44

in Planning:
. , .

J1) by June 1974, to develop with-other agencies a mutually-agreed
upon sharing.of funttions,andi-esponsibIlities for sepArate as- .

pects.of,preschool evaluitionand program planning. and evalmatten;
(2) by July,1974,A6 develop a recdmOlendedileriesofprocedures
for school distrOctl446"use-fn identifying children At thepre=- - ,

school level 14i*spe'cial needs, and,to help the school districts .

include these.prOcdures and cooperation in their local ',I , :4
special-eddcationplans;'(3rby November 1976,to deyetbp a pr d- .-, ,: :,- .,,

school education package for consAderation by the 1977 legislature t
based on 15 moriths,of study of identification,4rograms, s,tatfing,'' '.'* . q
evaluation, and funding.,.

.
,

...

U

Needs
-.....

.
, ., c

The statehasA w
)

ified'the fdllowing needs: ^(1) legislation
for all young, handicapped children from birth tob years includ-
ing provisions for-specification _of the responsibility,of individ-

..ual agencies, and a full range of'programsytth ipplementaton
_authority; .(2) a system for identifying and'proghamming,for pre-; ',.

school thildre% and (3) funding which would stimulate activity in ''''

1 _identification of need, acceptance of the idea of.seryice '1:o pre-
' 1, 'school childeem, and staff developthent.

r
,, ,,-

. #. .. ...

-
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OHIO

, , .

Legislation and Current Programs

.s

.o. .

. 'Section" 1323.011.of the Ohio Revised Code mandates, that each
school' district must have a plan approved by the hate'Board of

/
.

r idyCationmthich provides for the necessary identification, place-

'-'.
ment-, programs, and'sqrviceszfor all handicapped children of school
age. Other legislation mandates that each school district must

# offerdrider9arten programs b,,September 30, 1975. Section 3321.01:'

.. R.C.'authotijzes classes for deaf or blind, children over the age of
:'three, and for' physically, emotionally,Or mentally handicapped
children over the ageqf five. This legislation authorizes that,,
experimental classes and services may be approved by the State

,--Board of Education for-handicapped ,ch:ldren from- tirth".and provides

4 ..."- _authorization for supportive and special instruL.tionaliservices,...4;-
including counseling service to parents.
,

awed do population estimates, incidence rates, and present
services 'availabte to-.pre-schqol handicapped children in pulslic
school classes in 1973, the state estimates that it is serving in
public school classes, (1) 41.7 ,per cent .of the 3, 4, 'and 5-year

oldChildrep who are'deaf or hard of hearing; (2) 36.5 pen cent of
the visually impaired 3, 1, and 5 year olds; (3) 48 per,cent,of the
dtaf and blind children ages birth to 6 years; (4) 48 percent of
the crippled 'children whoare 5 years old; (5) 0.1 per cent of the
5 year-old children who are'educable mentally retarded, and (6) 0.1

'per etn1 of the 5-year-old children some learning-disability
on behavioral disorder: Young, handitapped,children other than
those previously listed could not, be served until the 1973 revision
of the Ohio Code.. Experimental programsare.now authorized, but

' \ono approkiations-have been made for the FY 74 andFY

.
PIalts ,

.

\Ohio-has developed plans for early childhood programs and ser-
vices ,.fOr hodicapped children. Full implevntation of these plans
,rill depend op'the availability-of funds. The greatest

the
in

funding\at the present time ('n order to proceed with the plans.) is
for staff members., For almosT three years theGivision of Special
Edutatien..has had a.task force on_earbraYeation with the ,following
objectiveoi (1) to keep-a-r-OTFent information file on, legislation,

appropriations, approved project/II-and federa' and state priorities',
and to .communicate such information to appropriate. school, parents,
and department pers.!..rtntl, (2) to provide a review process for en4,-
couraging and evaluatingeanly childhood proposals from Ohio; (3) to'
encourage eliOle agencies to submit appropriate application; 3

'(4) to,ats,ist School districts whO have submitted proposals to
other a§encies,\without success,toerewrite them:in terms'of Title.
III. Title NI-B,:and other federal funding sources; (0to monitor
tqrly childhood projects which have been funded and,(6) to assist

-.school djstrqt exploOng early childhood-programs based on re-
cently passed legiAqion.

la

A
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A-number of planning activities and'other actions' important
to early childhood programs for handicapped children in Ohio have

. 'taken plat op are,planned.' In Aqgust 1973, the Ohio Legislature
changed existing' law to Permit experimental early educatfon classes
:and services. A similar bill-alep recommended by the State Board
was simed int6 law making kindergarten programs mandatory. For

1974, $60,000 of stateteacher training funds has been committed
forearly childhood programs in school psychology, and. in 1975 the
university 1 pick up this program.

',Section 3321.100 of the Ohio 'ReviSed code mandates that each
school district have an approvable plan to 'meet the needs of all
handicapped children of legal school age. These plans will include
programs based pn-incidence figures'qincluding verified children
fonlow_incidence programs) in all areas of the handicapped. 'Ex-

'trapolations have beeh made from-these incidence,figures to estimate ,

the numbers of preschool children needing service,"and the legal
age preschool Thildren,still veedingservices. Planning for Sec-

tion 3323.011 is - needs assessment? And4extrapplations'have been
made for preschoc eeds. On the basis of national and state re-
search, thd state..is assisted school districts in applying for
federal descretionaiy funds to support programs.

In p'ragram implementationZin the,low:tntidence areas, a high
prthnity tont;nues for funding classaS for deafand blind.3 to 5'
year olds; and `for .funding Orimiry (Geasjes Gasses for crip-
pled children. For EMR and learning disabilities, priorities are
at the primary grades; thus, 'early:childhood has a relatively lower

. ,

priority.
s't

Needs

The state has Identified needs in two major areas: (1) leg-

islation to provide services to all rung, handicapped children,
and (2) sufficient funding to develop and provide programs for i
young, handicapped children. In additlon, the:state has indicated
a need for Oeveloping a state master plan for 001dren below the
,current mandatory school age.

1
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OKLAHOMA

Legislation and Current Programs

Legislation provides a base for services to deaf,,hard of
hearing, blindand partially'sighted children ages 2 to 21. Chil-
dren with other handicaps are provided services from ages 4 to 21.
The legislation provides for all types of programs and specifies
the State Department of Education as the implementing agency.

.

Programs are now funded, to meet approximately 50 per cent of
the needs of the legislatively defined groups,-andit is projected
that services will be fully implemented to this group by 1980:
The time line for implementation, however, could shift because the

'primary implementation need is funding.

Plans

,

Plans are available, or planning is .underwaA in the folloWing
areas: Al) model programs for early education to young,'handicapped
children, to'be completed by July 1974;-(2) implementation of 306'
new units for-each of the next three years; (3) the development of
diagnostic and prescriptive teaching units to be nitiated in 19731
and (4) the cdntinuation of program implementation as funds became
available.

A number of .needs assessment activities are being plannedin
the state, the most comprehensive of which involves all local edu-
cation associations working within their communities to arrive at
a total needs assessment for the local communities.

Needs

The State has specified the following needs: (1) additional
funding to meet the'full-service mandate; (2) authorization and_
.'fundingiforteachertraining; and (3) support in developing and ',

Maintaining a unified; comprehensive- system for keeping records on
all,hand4capped children. -

0
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PENNSYLVANIA

Legislati.'A and Current Programs

At ne'present time, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania is lin-
able to provide programs.and services to pre-school handicapped
children, unless theli'Come under Penns lvania School Law in Sec-

tion 1376-13. This legislation provi s for the cost of tuition
and maint--.0nce in approved schools of hildren with the following
handicapping conditions: blind,.deaf, erebral palsy, brain damaged
or muscular dystrophy, and social or emotionally disturbed.

Plans

The major areas'of concentration in pre-school activtties'are
designed to implement model and pilot projects in the intermediate'
units in the state. These model and pilot projects are expected
to answer the many questions which the state has regarding/future
planning. In addition, these model and pilot projects are expected

. to provide strategies for the implementation of pre-school programs.

Needs

During the past five years, the Division of Special Education
has funded 29 pre-school. projects a year in the intermediate unit
using Title.VI-B funds. The state indicates that this method of
impacting on young children has been a successful way of determin-
ing needs such as: contract procedures, coordination of agencies,.

--identification of'children, cost analysis,, fatilities, and staff-
ing. The state has also identified a specific need for comprehen-
sive legislation across all handicapping conditions for pre-school

in public and private agencies.

E.

Ws.
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.SOUTH CAROLINA' .

(
4

Legislation and Cur ent Programs

The state has mOndatOry, legislation to establish programs for
handicopped children in the public schools. Children are eligible
foe Services from ages 6 to 21 inclusive, except for children with
hearing impairments who are eligible at age Four..

The South Carolina Department of Education'has a time schedule
with respect to full implementation; however, there is some question
as to when the mandate will be in effect since a five year plan is
required of each local district. All local school-districts hay.e.
submitted five year plans to the ttate office and update these
plans each year with a report of Oresent status and future plans.

Plans

None specified.

Needs

None specified. 4

-40-
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SOUTH DAKOTA

Legislation and Current Programs

Programs and;services for exceptio 1 children are regulated
by SOCC, Chapter 13-37. This law, which ecame effective JUly.1,
1969, places the responsibility for pro rams for.exceptional
children with the local school district. Authority for'programs
and services comes form the tivision. of Elementary and Secondary
EduCation. Coverage of this law. is for children 0-21, who, be-
cause of physical and/or mental conditions, are not provided for
in. the usual school setttng.

There are a number Of programs serving preschool children:
Under the legiSlation, preschool programs at the rate of three to
five each year are to be implemented beginning in 1974.

oPlans

South Dakott., is in the process of developing a :Comprehensive
plan for statewide education to young, handicapped children.
This plan is comprehensive up to and including a timeline for
full implementation of services to all handicapped children.

Needs

The state has identified their primary need as the funding
to support the comprehensive plan,for young, handicapped children.

)
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TENNESSEE

Legislation and Current Programs

Recent legiSlation has mandated programs for-all handicapped,
children ages 4 through 21 except deaf children (ages 3 to 21),:
for whom programs have been provided by earlier legislation:. .

This previous legislation specified the age coverage as school'
age to,21 years,/ except deaf children for whom programs were to
be provided fro.3 to 21 years.- Because-of some confusion of
terms in the new legislation and a question about the constitu-
tionality of that legislation, programs. now ()berate under both
the new legislation and the previou's

Understanding the nature of the legislati've situation is a -%

condition for understanding current-programs in the state. Pro-

grams and services provided under the previous legislation are
fully implemented to the txten of-available funds. .other
activities, related to the new legislation have als6 begun, such
as the identification of children; staff, facilities, and evaluaI
tion procedures. However direct' services to- children are being

offered under the new legislation only ona limited special pro-
ject basis. At this writing litigation was in progress. What

-Impmct that litigatio ill have on programs and planning in
Tennessee we dare not sp culate.

Plans

',,LIP4ahs are underway to continue the implementation ofparl.r
childhood programs for exceptional children: Activities have
been planned and initiated in the following areas: (1) surveys

of children, perSonnel, and facilities, (2) teacher training,
(3) special grints to provide.services, (4) prowisions for local
supervision, (5) evaluation and diagnostic services, (6) plans
developed by the lotal education agency, -and (7) cooperative
undertakings which are being explored and Aeveloped for the pro-
vision of services.

40"4
00

The state hat plans for the following three oui.comes: (1)

by 1974-75 handicapped children will be in regular kindergarten
programs and resource personnel needed to make it a success will
be provided; (2) by 1980 a pre-kindergarten program for severely
handicapped children will be develdiped; and (3) by 1980 all
teachers of grades K-3 will be required to develop expertise in.
programming' for handicapped children in their classrooms.

Needs

Specified needs identified by the state include: (1) the

clarification of existing,legislation and evaluation of recent
reorganization at the state level; (2) development ,of an infor-
k4cion system to receive, classify, and redirect information;
(3) development of evaluation procedures for-All-levels of ser-
vice (e.g., state, regional, local programs); and the progress of
children; (4) improvement Of pre- and in- service training flor
teachers; (5) increase in funding; and (.6) improvement of exist-
ing facilities planned to meet,the needs of the handicapped. ,
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VERMONT

.*.,
Leaislationcand Current Programs

LegislatIon 16 VSA 2944-45 specifies.that services can be
provided for any child inhabitant of the state, under 21 years,
whose educational needs cannot bejadequately provided for through the
usual facilities and services of public schools; school di"stricts, .

or stateinstitutions because of physical or mental deViations.
This legislatfbn.provides for a variety of rograms, including
early education, commissioner designated schools, and instruction
for temporarily or permanently homebound or hospitalized, and
provides grants for some'programs. The State Department of Edu-
cation is the implementing agency; however, the responsibility
for the education of institutionalized children is not clear.
Services to young, handicapped children have not been mandated
by this legislatioh.

. 'The state is in the second year of a ten year plan which is
intended to provide comprehensive services for all handicapped
children. There are a variety of,programs currently offered:
the state specified some 13 programs or projects serving more than
200 preschool children. This listing, we believe, was representa-
'tive of the.range-of programs.rather than a total listing of
current programs. .

Plats

Within the ten Year plan for coTpnehens'ive education, the
state specified the development of the following.: (1) more

definitive guidelines for measurab'e definitions of,handicap4 by
November 1973; (2) guidelines'fbr program planning, particularly
the types of programs that would. be Appropriate for state fundina
by January 1974; and (3) a funding plan that is.coordinated'with
program development by February 1974.

Needs

A speCial ptoject.comPleted in 1972 reported: (1) the num-
ber,of'Vermont children 0-6 (births 1966-1971 was 46,930); (2)
the number of documented handicapped age-0-6 was 488; and (3)
the. number, of handicapped age 0-6 served in full time,pro'grams
was 171. The state assumes there are many more handicapped
children and that there is a need to develop techniques to
identify them.

-43-



www.manaraa.com

VIRGINIA

/

Legislation and C6rrentPrograms

In 7972 the Gen ral AssemLly of Virginia (Senate Bill 143,
22-9.1) mandated the ark of Education "jointly and in coopeh-
tion with each school division" to assume the responsibility for'
educating all handicapped ,children ages 2-21 residing in the
state. This legislation provides coverage for all handicapped
children except those who are deaf and hard of hearing; these
children are covered by legislation gssed in 1970.

In the 1972 legislatipn.special education is defined as
classroom, home, hospital, institutional, or other instruction
designed to meet the needs of handicapped children: It is also

the transportation,, and corrective' and supporting services re-
uiredto help handicapped children take advantage of, or respond
to, educational programs and opportunities. Programs-under this
legislation are to be implemented by the 1976-77 school year.

There is little information currently available at the state
level on programs for young, handicapped children. However, it
is known that the response to mandated legislation in
1970 increased early jntervention programs for the,deaf or
hearing-impaired; some parent groups havE established pre-school
programs, for the particular exceptionality they represent; three
projects funded under the provisions of P.L. 91-230 Title VI,C,
Early Education for Handicapped Children, have been operatiol.al;
and at least one school division has loweredits entry age below
that of age required for enrollment-An ,kindergarten programs.

Plans1-.-1.-

Virginia is developing a comprehensive state plan for the
educationof young.handicapped children. This plan is intended
to reflect the overall goals of the state concerning itsyoung

oft handicapped population: 'to prdvide a program of at least
minimum service to every handicapped-child below age 5, and to
,encourage the development of a comprehensive range of services
to appropriately meet the needs of young, handicapped children.
The 'state expects to,have the, plan completed and approved by
the-end of 1973. Assuming the completion and approval ofthe
state plan, two major steps are planned: (1) to develop by

. August 1974 the prOgram and,to train tie personnelin each scho91'
division to implement theprogram; and (2) to develop the.mecha-
nism for full implementation of services to young, handicapped
children by September 1975. /
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Needs

The-state indicates needs assessment activities in-the
following arbas: * \

1. The State Department of Education is seeking pformation

' on the type and extent of handicaps among chil eneaoes
2 to 21.

2. The Development Disability Agency is collecting
tion on_CP and MR children in terms oVage, degree
handicap, a1;d services provided.

- 3. The Mental Health and Mental Retardation agencies are
collecting information on the population in State
Schools in terms of the needs to be met for de-institu-
tionalization.

4. The ocal school divisions are developing a five year
plan hich includes needs assessments of their districts.

a.

ti
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WEST VIRGINIA. . ,
. 1. . .

/
alb.

.

Agislation and Current:Orbgrams" r.,

- tegislat*on, Article 20, section 18,-20-1 thrdu0 section
J8-20-5, provides for mandatory programs -for school age (7-16)
handicapped children. This legislation PleiTlit1services to chil-
dren ages 3-21. ,The handicapping conditiorirtovered v this

legislation are-cothprehensive,,and the stqte'superiAtedent has 4

, 4been given authority to identify and approve'programs for chili-
who might have been included by the legislation. The prImarY

implementation agencies are the State Board of Ed ation and/the .

Division of Special Education. The Board ofLdut tion.gf each
.. ...

county 4s,nesponsible for providing educationl faciltOes,,
.

. ,

equipment, services, and for identifying and diagnosing handi-. '. ,,

capped children. The county BoardAf Educations As negOred to
), ;

submit to the State Superintendent an annual repOrt on /all - z.
40,

. ,
.,.

special education activities. -
,

., /

, .

..' full,range of programs are to be implemented fbetheschool
age' population starting September 1=, 19744. Information is,

available on the following preschool' programs:' (1) ,two home- .

bound programs serve about fifty preschObl-handicapped children;
and (2) there are services to an "unknown: number of preschool '.'f ':

children with learning disabilities. The state has' identified a .

_number of, other special education projects,-butinformation:is : .

not available on tile number ofspresdhbol handicapped children,
served by these projects. . . .

4

Plans N
..

.

The state presently uses the annual 'report from each county
board .of education as. one sourg0 of data for planning. In addi-

tion, the following'sources,of data will-soon be available for
use in plannimg: * (1)'the Department ef Welfare +s making a; sur-
veY of needs of.arly cliildhood'age children; and (21,,the Inter-
agency Counc,i1 for Child Development Services is engabing in .

program development and identification of handicapped children
0 to 6 years.

.

Need .,.,

...

None specified.
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1j1SCONSIN_

Legi ation and .Current Programs

Legislation Chapter 89 'Laws of 1971) re uires tha educa-

tional programs are to be Rade available to al.1 children between

the ages of 3-arid 21,years with exceptiqpial educational needs.
A CiLd with'exceptional educational breeds is any ch,i14 who has
ta. mental, physical,' emotional, or learninia disability which, ifl

'N " the fdll.potentiallof.the child is to be attained., requires
educational serviceA5' o:'supprement or repl- ce regular education.

The Yaw lists specific 'handicapping onditl ns and'glves to the
'state'supeeintendent the authori o-determ'ne other handt-.

capping conditions. = 4-.

This law also stiPulafs that' the cepArtment Publie

Instruction i5 to be responsibleidr the-superyiston, coardina- .

tiom, and clinningAof special education, including:the,deyelob-
_ment of an annual exceptional educational,needs
needs plan Is to be developpd from the individual,' local educa-
tional agency's needs plan which must be filed annually.' The
impleMenting agency forspecialOedUca*n is the DivWon. Of
Handicapped Children whidh.will beilworking with the agencfe at

'the local level: School DistrietS, Caaperative Edeational i
Service Agency,.and County Handicapped'-,Children's, Echication
Board.

,

.

.

.

The f011owing:types of special education prograps are.pror

ed bythe legislation: spec.ialvhysical-pr occupqionaly'' ,

therapy services, ih-seeicg'training, special schools, Sections
within schools. on.other,apptoved prpRrams,,, home instriiction,

family counseling services lo trainliembers.,of the child's

ta'emOloy certified teachers,
family, d uMmer or'yOr-round programs. ..rn addition, the

la

cer ed profeStionals or para-professionals-on a full
Sprograms

part-time basis.
. .

Sihce the legislation is recent:1973-74 is to he a planning

year.. Full implementation is.expected by 1975; however, there

have been implementation activities. Some Orograms, of the
types previously listed, have been implemehted, but not in all-

school districts. There are a number of piloor model programs
and projects within the state, with over 50 readily identified -,

by the state. However, the extent to which these programs over-

t lap'with other effort;, and the number of children'served by the
,efforts of local, state, and federal projects are not readily

available. , , .

Presently, two universities are involved in training teach-. -

ers in the field of preschool handidapped., The Univehity of
Wisconsin--Milwaukee has a special grantlfor this puipose. The

University of Wisconsin--Stout (Menomonie) has a special project
each summer for training teachers' of the mentally retarded in
preschool activities. In additiorf,:400Aniversity of Wisconsin--

WhiteWater is exploring the possibility4iftraining teachers for
preschool handicapped childeen. .' .

)

4;
.
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.Pl'ans. ,

.. i --

The State is developing plans for full impleniert4t4on'of pro-

grams by 1975. It is assumedthat much of this effort will be

directed toward the clarification and:coOrdinkion of plans ,

developedtat the local level. However, details of-the-olanning 2.

d

efforts were not available. :
i. ,

,
%vs . 2

I, J

.I.
Needs - %. .

1

&

he state'hasspecifie'd that there is a need for overall":

. coordination and cooperation between ag4cies that,4'eal with-prer
school children. The Advisory COmmittee to Early Childhood to the
State Department of Public Instruction 'recently submitted 'a poSi-

tionipaper which stressed: the need for coordinati'on. The following

c. procedures were listed by the,state to identify needs: (1),the

c annual school census 4.1ch is,reoorted to the Pepartment'of
Publjc Instru'aion includes' handiaOping conditions of
dren;'(2).1-1 congenital disabilirr&oare listed by state haw on
birth certtficates, qmicqpies of these come to the-pepartment
of Pdblic Instruction; anC3),each%local.education 'agency
required to file annually driegivs assessment for its own community.

4

I

.
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WYOMING

Legislation and Current PrOgrams 0`

Present legislation for the edv.pation of *handicapped chil-

dren covers) ages 690 20 years. Handicapped children of kinder-
garten age residing in school.districts'whichhaYe kindergartens
are also covered by the.legislation. However, kindergarten pro-

- grams are not mandatory in the state,,

-Since the education agency does not have either the authority
.or the responsibility for preschool educationjor_handicapped
children, most of the services td this group are provided by
other agencies .q?' brappeial projects. This sidigtion'makes it
'very difficult to 'determine how many young;kandicapped children
are being served andwbat kind of services they are receiving.
Howeier; there is sohielnformation about available peOgrams for
presehooa bhil.dren with.cOmmunication,handicapS. Among rthe

programs-sinsthe state which serve this-groyp #ne: the University.

of WyoMingTommanicative Disorder Program, the Laramie. Pre- School
Language Classroom, the Wyoming School for the Deaf, the Stride
Lorriftig Center in Cheyenne; and the Unive).sity of Wyoming Speech
and- Hearing Clinic. In-addition, there are approximately 100
pres8hool.children served'bk-Mentaj Health/Mental Retardation_
"Services,' These services plut services.prOvided by Day Care
centers reflect the extent of Present inforniation concerning ser-
vi;es to young, handicapped children.

-;

Plans

In order to identify gaps and weaknesses in existing sets-,
vides, the -state hat completed a survey of resources'for:schobl-

,age handicapped children. Plans are to continue present needs
assessment 'actjvities in greater detail, including. identification

of young, handicapped:children 4nd resources for providing:ser- .

vices to that group. The state plans to draft legislationo
fully accommodate yourig, -handicapped children..

vNeeds

.

:The primary and most urgent need is for ;legislation to pro-: .

vide services to young, handicapped children:
,.'
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